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In April 2005, fi ve young Singaporeans decided 
to tackle the enigma of Chin Peng by making 
a fi lm about this man whom an older generation 
of  Malaysians  and  Singaporeans  feared  as  a  
security threat lurking in the jungles of Malaya.  
 Funded by an ISEAS grant of $20,000, 
the documentary to be called Searching for 
Chin Peng aims to uncover the man behind 
the public persona of the communist leader, 

ISEAS’ First Foray into Film-making
A documentary on Malayan Communist Party leader Chin Peng

delving deeper into his actions and motivations. 
The ISEAS funding initiative is an exploratory 
step towards launching a larger fi lm programme 
at the Institute (see the other article on this 
page). 
  The 81-year-old Chin Peng and his 
Communist Party of Malaya (CPM) risked 
being forgotten by history but for his 2003 
memoirs My Side of History. Recounting 
how her group of ex-journalists, independent 
fi lm-makers, and researchers came together 
to work on the fi lm, its executive producer Ms 
Eunice Lau said, “To be honest, before Chin 
Peng’s book was published, we had never heard 
of him. Yet he had been such a monumental 
fi gure in Malaya’s struggle for independence. 
It made us rethink what we were taught 
in school — why were so many things left out? 
Searching for Chin Peng is an attempt to capture 
our history, to come closer to understanding
why people of that generation did what they 
did. Was their sacrifi ce worth it?”
 The other four in the team are Ms Wang 
Eng Eng, Mr Ho Choon Hiong, Mr Christopher 
Len, and Ms Chan Kah Mei. Chan is a Research
Associate at ISEAS.

continued on page 3

The team fi lming in the communist “Peace Village” in Banlang, South Thailand.

ISEAS Film Programme

In mid-2003 ISEAS launched its 
Sight&Sound@ISEAS programme
to screen fi lms with Southeast Asian 
themes. The most recent offering was 
one on Soekarno shown on 10 May 
(see the story on page 4).
 The next logical step would 
be to encourage the making of fi lms.
As research products are often 
associated with print, the importance 
of fi lm in capturing, analysing,  
and archiving information has been 

overlooked. Given that audio-visual
technology looks set to dominate the 
lives of today’s generation, marrying 
research rigour with the magic 
of fi lm-making may harness their 
creative energy better.
 Should resources be available, 
ISEAS Film Programme looks to 
funding fi lm-making on a regular 
basis. Ideas in the pipeline include 
exploring the Arab infl uence in 
Southeast Asia.
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In collaboration with the Indian Council for 
Cultural Relations, ISEAS commissioned
a dance drama Baliyatra that celebrated 
the deep and binding cultural ties between 
India and Southeast Asia, particularly 
Bali of Indonesia. The annual Bali 
Yatra or Bali Festival takes place 
in the present-day Indian state 
of Orissa on the fi rst full moon
during the month of Kartik 
(October/November period). 
Centuries ago, Orissa, then 
known as  Kalinga, was
where
Indian  

seafarers 
set sail for 
Bali at this time 
of the year, bringing 
with them the cultural 
infl uence that marks the Hindu 
island of Bali to this day. 

Baliyatra performed at the 
Anglo-Chinese School’s 
Concert Hall on 17 May 
told the love story 
of a Kalinga prince 
and the daughter 
of a Balinese priest. 
Mrs Hema Devare, 
a writer who has 
researched India-
Indonesia cultural 
ties, wrote the 
script. Mrs Usha 
Venkateswaran, 

Once Upon a Time in IndiaBuckle Your Seat Belts
That is, if you are Indonesian. 
Why? Because the transition 
to democracy in the post-
Soeharto era will continue
to be a bumpy ride. So said 
Dr Aris Ananta, ISEAS Senior 
Research Fellow and resident 
expert on Indonesia. Sharing 
the platform with him was 
Dr Yohanes Eko Riyanto from 
the National University of 
Singapore. Between them 
they covered the three key 
issues of regional autonomy, 
demographic transition, 
and monetary policies. 
Their seminar “Riding Along 
a Bumpy Road: Indonesian 
Economy in an Emerging 
Democratic Era” was held 
on 19 May.

Established as an autonomous 
organization in 1968, ISEAS 
is a regional research centre 
for scholars and other 
specialists concerned with 
the problems of security, 
economic development, 
and political-social-cultural 
change in modern Southeast 
Asia. Its three main research 
programmes are:

• Regional Economic Studies
• Regional Strategic and

Political Studies
• Regional Social and Cultural 

Studies

Director of Natyalakshana School of Dance in 
Bangalore, provided the choreography and 

the senior students of the school were the 
dancers. Dancers from Bali also took part 

in the performance.  
 
The dance is part of a project at  
ISEAS to study Indians in East 
Asia, a sequel to an earlier work 
by ISEAS, Indian Communities in 
Southeast Asia.
 
This study will bring together 

scholarly research on the 
state and status of Indian 
communities in East 

Asia, especially in 
the light of the 
rise of China 
and India. 
India’s Look 

East policy coupled with its 
active participation in regional 

economic integration and the 
latest Indian migration to East 
Asia make the current project 

timely. This is a three-part 
research project that will look at 

ties between Southeast Asia and 
China, Southeast Asia and India, 

and Southeast Asia and the Middle 
East.  

Baliyatra  provides  an  opportunity 
for dancers from Bali (below) and 
India (above) to share a stage 
and tell a story together.
(Pictures by Rahim)
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Let’s Hear It
from the Kiwis
A Southeast Asia–
New Zealand Dialogue 
to the theme of “Towards
a Closer Partnership” was 
held on 26 and 27 April 
at the Grand Copthorne Hotel.
Besides bringing on the 
scholars and the foreign 
policy establishment to look 
at political and security issues,
the meeting also offered Maori 
performances, Kiwi food, 
and business opportunities 
in New Zealand. ISEAS 
organized the event with 
the New Zealand High 
Commission.

ASEAN-China Forum 
and Bibliography
At the “ASEAN-China 
Economic Forum: Economic
Cooperation and Challenges 
Ahead” on 20–21 April, 
experts from China and 
ASEAN looked at the hot 
topics of China-ASEAN 
economic ties such as the 
ASEAN-China Free Trade 
Agreement, fi nance, energy, 
and the role of ASEAN in the 
building of an East Asian 
Community. For the occasion 
the ISEAS Library put together 
a bibliography on the subject 
comprising 999 entries.

Recently launched by its government, the 9th 
Malaysian Plan (9MP) aims to take the country 
to a fully developed status by 2020. This 
plan comes at a critical point when Malaysia 
faces intense competition from emerging 
economies such as China and India as well 
as from a rapidly changing global environment. 
An ISEAS seminar “The 9th Malaysian Plan:
Strategic Implications and Challenges” on 4 May
featuring three speakers placed the plan under 
a microscope. 
 The seminar raised many interesting 
points about the 9MP such as:  

• raising total factor productivity;
•  eradicating poverty and working towards
 equitable distribution of wealth among
 ethnic groups;
• re-invigorating the rural sector;
• raising private sector contribution; 

• arresting the decline in foreign investment
 relative to other competing economies; and
• promoting viable new growth areas.

It was acknowledged that the goals of the 9MP 
showed that the Malaysian policy-makers 
understood the broad challenges facing the 
country. However, a persistent point kept 
surfacing in the discussion and that was 
to highlight the devil in the implementation 
details.
 The speakers were Dr Zainal Aznam Yusof, 
member of Malaysia’s National Economic 
Action Council and former Deputy Director-
General, Institute of Strategic and International 
Studies (ISIS), Malaysia;  Mr Wong Chee Seng, 
chief economist at ECM Libra Securities, and 
Mr Manu Bhaskaran, partner at the Centennial 
Group.  

Former CPM member Mr Liu Poh at the party’s former Betong hideout in Southern Thailand.

Malaysia’s Plan for Tackling Some 
Tough Socio-economic Problems

 It has been more than 30 years since the end 
of the Malayan Emergency. A long-awaited peace 
between the CPM and the Malaysian government 
was sealed in 1989. Was Chin Peng the terrorist 
the British government had made him out to be or 
a fi ghter for independence because he bore arms 
against the British? In the Malaysian courts, Chin 
Peng, a native of Sitiawan, Perak, continues to 

continued from page 1

challenge the right of the Malaysian government to 
deny him entry into the land of his birth. Should he 
be allowed back? These are the questions Searching 
for Chin Peng will engage.
 The fi lm is in the fi nal stage of production. 
Screening details will be announced by ISEAS 
through its usual channels.  
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Election Fever
ISEAS caught a bit of the 
election fever over the recent
Singapore General Election and 
organized two seminars
— one before and one after 
— to discuss the event.
On the eve of polling day 
(6 May) there was an in-house 
seminar “My Take on the 
2006 Singapore Election”. 
On 26 May a larger-scale 
“General Election 2006: 
A Watershed?” featured 
speakers from both ISEAS
and outside; a strictly by-
invitation-only seminar with 
a fl yer that read “BY PERSONAL 
(NON-TRANSFERABLE) INVITATION 
ONLY”.

28th Singapore 
Lecture
On 11 April, HRH Prince 
Sultan Bin Abdul Aziz Al-
Saud, Crown Prince and 
Deputy Prime Minister of 
Saudi Arabia, spoke on 
“Asia–Middle East Relations 
— Opportunities and 
Challenges” as part of the 
Singapore Lecture series. 
Senior Minister Goh Chok 
Tong chaired the event held 
at the Raffl es City Convention 
Centre.

As part of its Sight&Sound@ISEAS programme, 
the Institute screened the fi lm Bung Karno
on 10 May to a 120-strong audience. The huge
turn-out indicated a strong interest in the 
subject matter: the late Soekarno, Indonesia’s 
fi rst President. This was not surprising since
a generation who grew up in the 1960s would
remember Soekarno bellowing to his huge
Indonesian audiences that he was going
to crush Malaysia, of which Singapore was
then a member state. 
 The maker of this 70-minute documentary,
Mr Des Alwi, put it together from his private 
archive of some 14 km. of fi lm footage on 
Indonesia’s social and political development. 
Des Alwi was the aide-de-camp of Soekarno 
in the early years of the latter’s presidency 
but turned against the increasingly dictatorial 
leader who made himself president-for-life.
He returned to Indonesia only in the Soeharto years.
Today, at 79, he still runs his tourism business
and is chairman of Yayasan 10 November 1945,
which gathers veterans who fought for 
Indonesia’s independence. During the post-
screening Q&A session, several members in the
audience took Des Alwi to task for not being
even-handed in his treatment of Soekarno’s 
legacy. There was no doubt that the latter
created grave problems for Indonesia’s economy
and security but he was also a great unifying 
force that held a young nation together
in its formative years.
 The post-screening discussion also 
highlighted the need for an organized 
effort to collect and preserve fi lm material 
on Southeast Asia since individuals like
Des Alwi would fi nd it diffi cult to maintain 

Film on Soekarno Rouses Debate
their own archives in the long run. Institutions
such as ISEAS should consider undertaking
this task. 
 For those who would like to see Bung Karno,
a video cassette is available for viewing in the
ISEAS library.  
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President Nathan Launches 
ISEAS Book
ISEAS   book,   Peranakan  Indians  of  Singapore 
and Melaka: Indian Babas and Nonyas 
— Chitty Melaka by Samuel Dhoraisingam,
was launched by His Excellency S.R. Nathan,
President of the Republic of Singapore,
on 17 April 2006. The launch was attended 
by over 400 people, who were also treated
to a Peranakan Indian Wedding Ceremony
performed by the Chitty Indian Association,
Malacca, and a dance drama by the
Bhaskar Academy. 

Three major overseas publishers have bought the rights 
to co-publish Post-war Laos: The Politics of Culture, History and
Identity by Vatthana Pholsena, a book ISEAS put out in February:
 
• Cornell University Press for the United States, Canada, 
 and Mexico;
• NIAS Press for Europe;
• Silkworm Books for Thailand and Indochina.

 About the book: Post-war Laos, a study of the making
of a multi-ethnic nation, examines the dilemma of the Lao
leadership as it looks for a compelling nationalist narration 
while caught between the rhetoric of preservation and the 
desire for modernity. Author Vatthana Pholsena is Assistant 
Professor at the Southeast Asian Studies Programme,
National University of Singapore.   

Book on Laos Attracts Co-publishers

Our fl agship Southeast Asian Affairs 2006, edited by Daljit 
Singh, ISEAS Senior Research Fellow, and Lorraine Salazar, 
Visiting Research Fellow at ISEAS, provides an informed 
and readable analysis of the events and developments
in the region in 2005. The fi rst four articles present
the political and economic overview of the region,
a nuanced analysis on terrorism, and the role of Japan
in East Asian community-building efforts. Eleven country
reviews as well as fi ve special theme articles follow, delving 
into domestic political, economic, security, and social 
developments during 2005 and their implications for 
countries in the region and beyond.  

Fresh Off the Press

ISEAS Books in KL 
At the Kuala Lumpur 2006
International Book Fair, 
many old customers dropped 
by at the ISEAS booth. 
Sales increased and bulk 
orders were made for the 
following titles: Singapore-
Malaysia Relations: 
Under Abdullah Badawi 
by Saw Swee-Hock and 
K. Kesavapany and Era of 
Transition: Malaysia after 
Mahathir by Ooi Kee Beng.

Thaksin Before
and After
In the wake of the dramatic 
stepping-down of Thai Premier 
Thaksin in early April, 
two seminars at ISEAS 
looked at the implications. 
Assistant Professor 
Dr Thitinan Pongsudhirak 
of Chulalongkorn University 
spoke of the issues and 
strategies that led to Thaksin’s 
decision to step down and 
what next for the Thai leader. 
Dr Aaron Stern of Michigan 
University looked at the 
evolvement of the Thai 
legislature as an infl uential 
body that could play a role 
together with civil society
groups in the democratization 
process in Thailand in times 
of political tension.

The Chitty Indian Association of Malacca 
enacted a traditional Peranakan Indian 

wedding ceremony for guests 
at the book launch.
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Conservation Training
Mr Ramli bin Mohamed Nagh, 
a support staff of the Library, 
underwent two weeks 
of training attachment 
at the Archives Conservation 
Laboratory from 20 February 
to 3 March courtesy of the 
National Archives of Singapore.
During the attachment he 
learnt how to repair, bind, 
and reinforce documents.

Foreign Trainee
Ms Daraneth Oum from the 
Center for Khmer Studies
in Siem Riep, Cambodia 
was attached to the ISEAS 
Library from 29 May to 9 June 
where she was given training
on cataloguing and indexing. 
This is part of the continuing 
cooperation with counterpart 
institutions in the region.

The ISEAS Library will be the new home of some 
3,000 volumes of books belonging to the late 
Mr S. Rajaratnam, former Senior Minister and 
fi rst Minister for Foreign Affairs of Singapore, 
and Distinguished Senior Fellow at ISEAS.
After Mr Rajaratnam died on 22 February 
2006, his nephews Datuk Dr S. Vijayaratnam 
and Mr S. Jothiratnam donated the entire book 
collection to ISEAS. The books cover a wide 
range of topics in philosophy, politics, religion, 
children’s literature, and so forth. Also included 
in the collection are 22 condolence books,

The Rajaratnam Collection
a record of the wreaths received, and condolence 
cards, all of which were handed over to the 
ISEAS Library after Mr Rajaratnam’s state 
funeral.
 The collection has some gems from more 
than half a century ago and they refl ect the 
fascinating intellectual world inhabited by the 
books’ late owner. Examples include:

• Contemporary Thought of India by A.C.
 Underwood (1930)
• Half-caste. With a preface on prejudices by
 Lancelot Hogben (1937)
• Malaysia — A Study in Direct and Indirect
 Rule by Rupert Emerson (1937)
• The Marginal Man: A Study in Personality
 and Culture Confl ict by Everett V.
 Stonequist (c.1937)
• The Culture of Cities by Lewis Mumford 
 (1940)
• On the Art of Reading by Sir Arthur
 Quiller-Couch (1947)
• The Book of Tea by Okakura-Kakuzo.
 With introduction and notes by Hiroshi
 Muraoka (1948)

 The Institute plans to set up a permanent 
exhibition of the Rajaratnam Collection 
together with some of his personal effects
in ISEAS Library. The Library will also
publish a bibliography of the collection and 
a bibliography of works by and on Mr 
Rajaratnam. 

The Institute convened the annual meeting of 
its International Advisory Panel (IAP) on 11 
April to hear the advisers’ assessment of  the 
Institute’s performance. In general the panel 
was impressed with the amount of work being 
done since the last IAP meeting but highlighted 
the following issues, among others: 

• Was ISEAS too ambitious?
 Perhaps there should be fewer projects
 with each being more thorough.
• Chosen projects should have cohesion.
• It was best for projects to begin with a fi rm
 disciplinary base, which may not always
 be the case.
• Bottom-up curiosity-led versus
 top-imposed demand-led research projects;
 the two should be more balanced.

International Advisers Have 
Cautionary Words for ISEAS 

• The lack of humanities in the overall
 research programme should be rectifi ed
• Advocacy should accompany analysis.
• Better measure of staff performance 
 by their publications in international 
 refereed journals and the impact through
 citation index.
• ISEAS should play a more active role 
 mentoring scholars from regional countries 
 that have fewer resources.

As a follow-up, ISEAS discussed the panel’s 
recommendations  at  an 18 May  in-house  meeting.
The meeting concluded that the Institute was 
already doing some of the things proposed  by  
the advisory panel but a better balance was 
needed in quite a few of the other areas. 

With each fumigation cycle taking a week,
the library will need three months to 
fumigate the 3,000 books from the 
Rajaratnam Collection.
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An Emergency 
Veteran At ISEAS
On 24 May, Dr Leon Comber 
spoke about his research 
project “Malaya’s Secret 
Police 1945–1960: The Role 
of the Special Branch in the 
Malayan Emergency” at an 
ISEAS Brown Bag seminar. 
Comber, who served with 
the Malayan Special Branch 
during the Emergency, 
proved what a raconteur 
he was. His will be a book 
worth waiting for. 

Brown Bag seminars are 
a series of lunch-time talks 
when ISEAS staff members 
come and listen to a colleague 
talk about his/her work. 

Congratulations
Professor Saw Swee-Hock,
Professorial Fellow at ISEAS, 
has been appointed a Member
of the Board of Trustees, 
National University of 
Singapore, by the Ministry 
of Education with effect from 
1 April 2006, the day the 
university was corporatized.

The superbly fi t, the not so superbly fi t, and the 
mere superb, all in good fun and camaraderie, 
participated in the ISEAS Active Day at Kent 
Ridge Park/Bukit Chandu on 28 March. For 
the sceptical others, whose proverbial fl esh was 
fi guratively weak, the organizing Committee’s 
spin won them over with promises of a 
spectacular park that overlooked a magnifi cent 
harbour — at the end of a long steep climb 
uphill. An offer of a free lunch (delicious nasi 
lemak) helped. All in, the event had a healthy 
turn-out of about 50 brave souls.
This adventurous lot set out on foot from 
ISEAS led by colleagues who knew the
terrain well. For the fl eet-footed, the journey 
was completed in less than half an hour. 
Others took longer but nobody dropped out. 
Not withstanding instances of fainting spells, 
sprains in areas where some participants did 

For the Record

The following is a list of ISEAS-organized events in the second quarter of 2006: 
“Radicalization of Young British Muslims”, Dr Tahir Abbas, Director, Centre for the Study of 
Ethnicity and Culture, University of Birmingham  “S. Rajaratnam as I Knew Him”, Mr Lee Khoon 
Choy, Visiting Senior Research Fellow, ISEAS  Large-Scale Solar P.V. Power Generation in Urban
High-Rise Buildings in Singapore”, Mr Rabi Satpathy, Senior Project Manager, Shell Solar Singapore

 “Looking at Singapore’s Cultural Policy through the Years”, Dr Terence Chong, Fellow, ISEAS
 “World Bank East Asia Update”, Dr Homi Kharas, Chief Economist and Director, Poverty Reduction

and Economic Management Unit, the World Bank  “The Singapore Oil Situation”, Mr Ong 
Eng Tong, Mabanaft International GmbH, Singapore  “Who Wins in the Asian Scramble for 
Oil: The Seven Lucky Winners”, Mr Vincent S. Pérez, former Philippine Cabinet Minister 
for Energy  Book Launch of Samuel S. Dhoraisingam’s book Peranakan Indians of Singapore and 
Melaka: Indian Babas and Nonyas — Chitty Melaka by President S.R. Nathan  “Thai Politics 
After the April 2006 Elections: Thaksin’s Departure?” Dr Thitinan Pongsudhirak, Chulalongkorn 
University  Dance Drama Baliyatra by the Natyalakshana School of Dance in Bangalore 

 “Interpreting Tan Cheng Lock, Malayan Nationalist”, Miss Ch’ng Kim See, Head, ISEAS
Library  “The 9th Malaysian Plan: Strategic Implications and Challenges”, Dr Zainal Aznam 
Yusof, Member of NEAC and ISIS Malaysia; Mr Wong Chee Seng, Chief Economist, ECM Libra, 
Malaysia; and Mr Manu Bhaskaran, Centennial Group Inc., Singapore  “My Take on the 2006 
Singapore Election”, Ms Braema Mathiaparanam, Visiting Research Fellow, ISEAS; Dr Russell 
Heng, Senior Fellow, ISEAS; and Mr Pritam Singh, Research Associate, ISEAS  “The ‘Up-in-the-
Air’ Behaviour of the US Treasury Yield Curve: The US Pull Factor vs. the Asian Push Factor”, 
Mr Thomas Lam Tai Loong, Vice-President and Treasury Economist, Global Treasury, UOB 
Group, Singapore  Bung Karno, a fi lm by Des Alwi  “A Briefi ng on the Current Situation 
in the Occupied Palestinian Territories”, Mr Claude Bruderlein, Director, HPCR; Dr Ismail 
Lubbad, HPCR; Mr Rami Nasrallah, International Peace and Cooperation in East Jerusalem;
Dr Cari Clarke, HPCR; and Dr Michael Vatikiotis, Regional Representative for HDC and Visiting 

Active Day: After a long hard climb, food, glorious food!

not realize muscles existed, various withdrawal 
symptoms etc., everybody had a great time. 
Some had come to appreciate the beautiful 
nature just a walking distance of ISEAS. 
 For those who are not the exercising
kind, ISEAS Book Club offers a cerebral way
to have fun. Initiated in November 2005
by visiting live-wire from the Philippines, 
Dr Lorraine Carlos Salazar, this very informal 
arrangement collects people who are prepared 
to read a novel a month about Southeast Asia 
and then meet over lunch in the researchers’ 
common room to chat about it. In early June, 
to remember the recently departed literary 
giant, Pramoedya Ananta Toer, the book club
discussed his Gadis Pantai (The Girl from the Coast).
So far, authors selected include Seno Gumira 
Ajidarma (Indonesia), Tash Aw, Shirley Lim 
(both from Malaysia), F. Sionil Jose (Philippines), 
and Stella Kon (Singapore). 

continued on page 8
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Fellow at ISEAS  “Southeast Asia and India: The Cultural Linkages”, Professor A. Mani, Visiting 
Senior Research Fellow, ISEAS and Ritsumeikan Asia Pacifi c University  “Malaysian Indian 
Community and the 9th Malaysian Plan”, Professor P. Ramasamy, Visiting Senior Research Fellow, 
ISEAS and formerly Professor, National University of Malaysia  “Riding along a Bumpy Road: 
Indonesian Economy in an Emerging Democratic Era”, Dr Aris Ananta, Senior Research Fellow, 
ISEAS; and Dr Yohanes Eko Riyanto, Assistant Professor, National University of Singapore

 “Parliaments and Political Development: Another Look at Thai Politics”, Dr Aaron Stern, 
University of Michigan  “The Age of Energy Gases: Asia’s Opportunity”, Mr Robert A. Hefner III,
the GHK Company  “Malaya’s Secret Police 1945–1960. The Role of the Special Branch in the 
Malayan Emergency”, Dr Leon Comber, Visiting Research Fellow, ISEAS  “Malaysia-Singapore 
Relations: Bridge Building without Bridge”, Dr K.S. Nathan, Senior Fellow, ISEAS  “General 
Election, 2006: A Watershed?” Dr Ho Khai Leong, Associate Fellow, ISEAS and Associate Professor,
Nanyang Technological University; Ms Braema Mathiaparanam, Visiting Research Fellow, ISEAS;
Dr Terence Chong, Fellow, ISEAS; and Mr Pritam Singh, Research Associate, ISEAS  
“Delivering Results in a Booming Rig Market”, Mr Choo Chiau Beng, Chairman and Chief 
Executive Offi cer, Keppel Offshore & Marine Ltd., Singapore  International Launch of World 
Bank’s Global Development Finance 2006 Report, Mr Mansoor Dailami, Head, Development 
Finance Group, World Bank and Mr Hans Timmer, Head, Global Economics Trends Group,
World Bank.  

What It Should
Have Been
In the January/April 2006 
ISEAS Newsletter:

• On page 1, the headline 
referred to Mr S. Rajaratnam
as “Senior Distinguished 
Fellow”. The correct 
designation should be 
“Distinguished Senior 
Fellow”.

• On page 16 in the item 
 “The Indian Babas and 

Nyonyas”, the venue of the 
book launch was given 
as ISEAS. It was the RELC.

• On page 16 in the listing
of events carried over from
page 15, the institutional 
affi liation of Professor Pang 
Eng Fong was given as NTU. 
It should be SMU.

We are sorry for the errors.

Coming Soon
Whither the Philippines in the 21st Century?
13–14 July 2006, Venue: ISEAS

The conference will examine topics such as the presidency and political parties; constitutional 
change and federalism; the roles of the military, religion, and the media in politics; the MNLF-MILF 
secessionism and the CPP-NPA insurgency; macroeconomic developments, issues, and trends; the 
investment climate and business opportunities; poverty, unemployment, and income inequality; 
demographic trends, migration, and remittances; and the Philippine development record. Capping 
the conference will be an interactive discussion by a panel of experts on the outlook and trajectories 
of the country. A registration fee of S$75 per person will be charged to cover the lunches and teas 
for two days and for conference material. For more information, please refer to http://www.iseas.
edu.sg/events.htm. 

The Singapore Energy Conference
Early November 2006

ISEAS, in its role as a knowledge partner, is helping to organize “The Singapore Energy Conference”,
the fi rst of its kind in Singapore. The Conference, which is by invitation, is directed at Singapore 
policy-makers to help raise their awareness of energy issues and trends. Leading energy experts 
from around the world are being invited to discuss topical energy issues.  

Vietnam Update 2006 
Dilemmas in Difference: New Approaches to Ethnic Minorities 
in Vietnam
23–24 November 2006,  Venue: Australian National University

The Vietnam Update is an annual get-together of Vietnam specialists jointly organized by the 
Australian National University (ANU) and ISEAS since 2001. Eleven papers will look at the 
political and economic problems faced by ethnic minorities in Vietnam. The Update has a consistent
record of tackling topical issues in Vietnam. Last year’s Update looked at religion. If you
would like to attend this year’s Update, check out the website of ISEAS (www.iseas.edu.sg) 
or the ANU (http://rspas.anu.edu.au/polsoc/Vietnam//index.php).  

continued from page 7


